
Forgiveness can be very 

difficult because…

Forgiveness is 

important because…

I do / do not think you 

should always forgive 

because…
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‘Controversial plans to build Ground Zero mosque.’
Opponents have protested against the planned construction of a

mosque at Ground Zero, several hundred feet away from the site of

the Twin Towers, destroyed on 9/11 (2001). However, President

Obama has backed the mosque: "We must all recognise and respect

the sensitivities surrounding the development but as a citizen, and as

president, I believe that Muslims have the same right to practise their

religion as anyone else in this country.” He argued, along with other

Muslims as well as some relatives of 9/11 victims that terrorists are

not real Muslims. They use a gross distortion of Islam to justify horrific

acts. For that reason, it would be wrong to punish all Muslims by

banning the mosque.

Since the plans to build the mosque came out, other politicians, relatives of victims as well as

religious organisations have attacked the project. Perhaps the most radical opposition has

been from Pastor Terry Jones, a Christian leader from Florida. The pastor announced that he

would be organising mass burnings of the Qur’an until the mosque was banned. "What we are

trying to do is to send a very clear message to radical Islam that this type of action is not

welcome in America."

Those behind the project say they want to build something which would assist inter-faith

understanding. Ron Paul (a politician from Texas) added, "What would we do if 75% of the

people insist that no more Catholic churches be built in New York City? The point being is that

majorities can become oppressors of minority rights. This is all about hate and Islamaphobia."

Adapted from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-11076846 and http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-10973459
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‘Controversial plans to build Ground Zero mosque.’

People have protested against the planned building of a mosque

at Ground Zero, several hundred feet away from where the Twin

Towers were destroyed on 9/11 (2001). President Obama has

backed the mosque: "I believe that Muslims have the same right to

practise their religion as anyone else in this country.” He argued,

along with other Muslims as well as some relatives of 9/11

victims that terrorists are not real Muslims so it would be wrong to

punish all Muslims by banning the mosque.

Since the plans to build the mosque came out, other politicians, relatives of victims as

well as religious organisations have attacked the project. Pastor Terry Jones, a

Christian leader from Florida announced that he would be organising mass burnings of

the Qur’an until the mosque was banned. "What we are trying to do is to send a very

clear message to extreme Islam that this type of action is not welcome in America."

Those behind the project say they want to build something which would help inter-faith

understanding (between different religions). Ron Paul (a politician from Texas) added,

"What would we do if 75% of the people insist that no more Catholic churches be built in

New York City? This is all about hate and Islamaphobia."

Adapted from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-11076846 and 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-10973459
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Should a mosque be built on Ground Zero?

What is Ground Zero?

What are the arguments against building a mosque there?

What are the arguments in favour of building a mosque there?

What is the difference between forgiveness and retribution (revenge)? Which do 

you think is more important and why?



1. ‘Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how 

often shall my brother sin against me and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to 

him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 

up to seventy times seven.…’ Matthew 18:21

4. When he was crucified alongside criminals, Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

Luke 23:33

5. Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight against you, but 

begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah loveth not aggressors.’ Qur’an 2:190

7. ‘For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive 

men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.’ Matthew 

6:14

3. ‘But if the enemy incline towards peace, do 

thou also incline towards peace, and trust in 

Allah; for He is One that hears and knows all 

things.’ Qur’an 8.61

6. Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers for they will be called the 

children of God.’ Matthew 5.9

9. ‘In the Qur’an our Sustainer says, ‘We ordained that if anyone killed a person ... not in retaliation of murder or in 

punishment...it would be as if he killed all Mankind. ‘“And if anyone saved a life it would be as if he saved the life of all

Mankind.’ “Those who plan and carry out such acts are condemned by Islam, and the massacres of thousands, whoever 

perpetrated it, is a crime against God as well as against humanity. May Allah shower his mercy on the victims and grant those

who suffer loss the fortitude to bear their pain.’ Dr Zaki Badawi

10. ‘The fact that the perpetrators may claim to be religious shows that even religion can be perverted to inhumane 

ends, but the litmus test of true faith is respect for the sanctity of human life - a respect that takes precedence over 

political or any other differences. “As Rabbi Yannai ... said: ‘The person who hates certain people but tells you that 

he still loves God; that person is lying.’ Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain
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2. ‘If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 

they are thirsty, give them something to drink ... 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good’ Romans 12:20-21
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2. ‘If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 

are thirsty, give them something to drink ... Do not 

be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good’ 

Romans 12:20-21

A. People who try and create peace will be seen 

as the children of God

B. If people who hate your are hungry, you should 

feed them… try to prevent evil by doing good

C. When Jesus was dying he asked for God to 

forgive the people who killed him

D. One disciple (follower) of Jesus asked how 

many times he should forgive someone and 

Jesus told him that he should forgive many 

times

E. God will not forgive you if you do not forgive 

other people

F. If your enemy is trying to make peace, you 

should do the same thing… God knows 

everything you do

G. Do not start conflict as God does not like 

people who create conflict and aggression 


